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Before you go: Vietnamese Standard Pronunciation

The pronunciation of educated speakers from the Hanoi area of Vietnam is the most widely accepted
standard. Because the traditional orthography provides a solid basis for discussing standard
pronunciation, our description will treat speech sounds as renditions of written symbols. Such an
approach will also be useful for students already familiar with the orthography. The tabular form of
the presentation will provide a rapid introduction to pronunciation and reading.

Vietham consonants

Symbol Rough English Equivalent Examples
b bad ba — three, biet - know
scald ca- fish, cung — likewise
¢ tic fioc — poisonous, hoc — study, khac — difference
ch chop (starting with ch) che — tea, chon — choose
chop (ending with ch) cach —manner, ich - useful
d zone dung - to use
Azure da - skin
i Done fia — stone, fii — go
gh Gone fiang ghi nhé — note worthy, ghi - to record
g same as gh bang go - made of wood, go — wood
gi Zebra gin — keep, gieor;ga;d‘],a;lgzrx, th ’vxgl;;gt(_e\r/]iru);gia - increase
h Hat hoi— lake, hat - sing
k sketch kia - over there, ken — choose, keu — call
kh (bach) khoing — not, khz — monkey, khat - be thirsty, khu - region
I lot la — leaf, lua - rice growing, lim - ironwood
mat manh — strong, mua — buy
" him tim - to search, cam - orange
Not nay — this, néa - in addition
" In in — print, nen — therefore, ban - sell
ngh singer (same as ngh) nghi — suspect, ngril:(a) I:Sel’isl;tzr;,nngrlzs ;y profession, ngda —
ng ending ng fiung — correct, ong — bee, ang — grandfather, vang — gold,
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nhéng — but, nang — heavy

gh guillotine ghi - to register
o onion (starting nh) nha - house
(ending nh) linh — soldier, manh - strong
p top kop - on time, tap — practice
ph photo pha — destroy, phuc - happiness
qu square que - rural area, qua - cross over
r zebra ra - go out, roi - already done
s sun s6ia— milk, se' - future indication for verb, sao — star, sinh -
be born
) stop toi — I, t© — fourth, tay — west
hat (ending t) mat — cool, met - tired
th Thomas thoi — stop, thang — month, thi — then
tr chop tre/— late, trang — page
\Y; van va—and, ve — return, vua - king
X sun xa — far, xe — vehicle, x6a - in former times

Vietnam Vowels

Symbol Rough English Equivalent Example
a father so ba — three, mien nam — south, ban — table, vang - gold
ach sach - book
anh anh - elder brother
ai aisle mai - tomorrow
ay bite may - machine
ao cacao sao - star
au about sau - afterward
a hat , cap — pilfer, nam — five, fiat — expensive, an — eat, bac —
- north, nang - heavy
a but ngap — flooded, rat — very, fiam — stab, dan — citizen, vang
- - obey
au fiau - where(ever)
ay fiay — there, thay — teacher, tay - west
e (bet) slightly lower than in nghe — listen, fiem- carry, fiep — beautiful, fien - black

English
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Eo meo - cat
they quei - rural area
° (bet) slightly h_igher than in bep — kitchen, het - used up, fiem — night, nen - therefore
English
ech ech - frog
enh benh - defend
eu neu - if
see fii — go, cho - elder sister
i beet kop - in time, it - be a small gmount, tim - to search, in—
= print
ich itch ich - usefull
inh linh - soldier
ia idea chia - divide
iek deal tiep — continue, biett— knOVY, mien — region, nghiem —
= experiment
-iec viec - affair
-ieing tieng - noise
-ieu hieu - understand
-iu chou - suffer, endure
0 low (slightly h.i gher than in nho — small, ngon — tasty, to — large, ngot - sweet
English)
oi boy fioi - be hungry
00 used only in a few loan s00ng — pot, boong — deck
words
oc fioc — read
ong ong — bee
oa oa - burst into tears, goa - be widowed, khoai — potato
toan — calculate
oach oach - well dressed
oanh oanh - oriole
oay ay xoay - turn
oa- hoac — or, ngoat - turn around quickly
oe west khole — healthy, loe loet - gaudy
o snow co - father's sister, boi - a set
hop — box, hom — day, tot— good, bon - four
0i boy toi — I, ngoii - sit
oc fioc - poisonous
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oing - grandfather

ong
5 mo — dream, s6 - be afraid, hc‘m - more than, cém - cooked
rice
oi vOi - with
U sue ngu - sleep
boot chup —snap, but - writing instrument
ua cua — crab, mua — season
ui buoy muii — nose, vui - pleasant
uo- buom - (ship's) sail, chuot — rat, luon - continually
uoc luoc - cook by boiling
uong chuong - bell
uoi fiuoi - tail
uel suede thue - to rent
uech khuech - amplify
uenh hueinh hoang - showy
ua- won xuan - spring (season)
oy wee khuy - button
weep huyt - to whistle
uya khuya - late at night
uyei- tuyet - snow
uyu khuyu - elbow
ub thud - epoch
0 good t6 — fourth, Aidt — break, soc - strength
0a mda — rain, fiva —handle
oi ngoi — sniff
06- 006p - to perfume, 66t — wet, vodin - garden
00i ngodi - person
66u rédu - alcoholic drink
ou mou - ruse
see My — America, ky — strange
Y beet huy-ro - hydrogen
ye- yen - calm
yeng- yeng - blackbird
yeu yeu - cherish, love

Table 3. The Tone System
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Tone Pitch

Name Symbol Level Contour Other Features

sac ‘ High Rising Tenseness

nga f High Rising Glottalization
ngang (unmarked) High-Mid Trailing-Falling Laxness
huyen | Low Trailing Laxness, breathiness

hoi , Mid-Low Droping Tenseness
nang . Low Droping Glottalization or

tenseness
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Day 1:

Ngay thd nhat

Day 1

O phi trodng/san bay

At the airport

Chao + obligatory pronoun: ong/ba, etc.

Hello/Goodbye... Mr./Mrs., etc.

ong Mr.

ba Mrs.

co Miss

chi Miss or Mrs. (used to address the chambermaids and
hotel workers)

anh Mr. (for taxi drivers, porters, bus drivers.)

em For children, teenage students.

ten name

gi what

Ong/ba/..(pronoun) ten gi? What is your name?

Toi ten My name is

Xinloi Excuseme .

Camon__ Thankyou .

Camon____ nhieu. Thankyou _ very much.

Da khong co gi. You're welcome (it's nothing).

Xe buyt City bus

Xe taxi Taxi

fi to go

0 hau? where?

Xe buytfii Saigon 6 fiau? Where is the bus going to Saigon?

toi I (pronoun, first person)

can to need

gia the price

bao nhieu how much?

khach san hotel

My kim/fioi la US dollar(s)

Toi can xe buyt fii Saigon/Hanoi.

I need the bus going to Saigon/Hanoi.

Xe buyt fii Saigon/Ha noii gia bao nhieu My
kim?

How much is price of the ticket to go to Hanoi/Saigon
by bus?

moit one
hai two
ba three
bon four
nam five
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sau SiX
bay seven
tam eight
chin nine
modi ten

(You don't need to spend more than ten dollars by
taxi; so large numbers will follow in the Day 2
Lesson)

phong ve sinh

toilet (room)

Phong veisinh 6 fiau?

Where is the toilet room?

Nang kia over there

Ben tay mat on the right

Ben tay trai on the left

Da khong No

Da co Yes

Da choa Not yet

Da roi Yes. (already done)
biet to know

tieng Vieit Vietnamese language
noi to speak

fiddic to be able, can

moit chut a little bit

cham slow/slowly

lap lai to repeat

hieu to understand
khoing hieu don't understand

Toi noi fiddc tieing Vieit mot chuit thai.

| can speak Vietnamese a little bit.

Toii khoing hieu.

| don't understand

Xin Ong/Ba...(pronoun) noi cham hoén.

Please speak slowly

Xin Ong/Ba... lap lai.

Please repeat slowly

O khach san At the hotel
khach san hotel
phoing room
giol reserve, keep

Toi co gid mot phong 6/ khach san nay.

| had a reservation for one room in this hotel.

SO number
chia khoa key
phoing an dining room/restaurant

Co phong an khang?

Is there a dining room?
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O phong an In the dining room
fiem cho bring to
mot déa one plate
chagio spring rolls/Imperial rolls
mot to/bat one bowl
phd beef noodle soup

XUup mang cua

asperagus and crab soup

moit déa xa lach

one plate of salad

moi tach ca phe

one cup of coffee

moit chai bia

one bottle of beer

Nem cho toii mot to xup mang cua, mot déa xa
lach va mot tach ca phe.

Please bring me one bowl of asperagus soup, one
plate of salad and one cup of coffee.

tinh tien

the bill (add the bill)

Xin tinh tien

The bill, please
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Day 2

Ngay tho hai Day 2:
Cha fioi tien Handling Vietnamese currency and currency
- exchange

cho nao? where?

ngan hang/nha bang bank

foi tien to exchange money

bao nhieu? how much?

mot my kim one dollar

hai mooi twenty

ba mooi thirty

bon mobi forty

nam mooi fifty

mot tram one hundred

mot ngan one thousand

hai ngan two thousand

nam ngan five thousand

mobi ngan ten thousand

hai mo6i ngan twenty thousand

nam mo0i ngan fifty thousand

mot trieu one million

Chao ang, toii muon fioi My kim/ fioi/la [Hello, | would like to change $US

ra tien Viet Nam.

to Vietnamese money.

O nha Béu fien At the post office
nha bdu fiien/nha giay thep post office
tem/coi(north) stamps
bou thiep post card
goi to send
boc th letter
bou kien postal package
bao fiam to insure
bang by means of
bang tau thuy by boat/ship
bang may bay by air mail
i bao lau? How long does it take?

O hieu an

At the restaurant

hieu an/tiem an

restaurant

ngon

tasty
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re

inexpensive, cheap

gan

near

Co tiem an nao gan fiay khang?

Is there a restaurant nearby?

moii

invite/please

ngoi to sit
ban nay this table
dung to use/eat
gi? what?
‘ Vietnamese meat crepe (steamed rice wrapper
banh cuon i )
filled with meat and mushrooms)
com cooked rice
o ~ chicken cooked in caramel with lemon grass and
ga xao sa ot
hot pepper
muaong spoon
noa fork
dao knife
foi fiua a pair of chopsticks
khan an napkin

Cho toii xin cai muong/néa/dao/...

Please give me a spoon/fork/knife..

Cho toii xin mot foi fiuia

Please give me a pair of chopsticks

cay hot (pepper)
man salty

bia [333 beer - Vietnamese beer] beer

nooc suoii spring water
néoc ngot soft drink
ca phei sbafia iced coffee
trang mieng dessert

trai cay fruits

banh ngot cake

tien n6OC tip money

Xin co/anh/ong tinh tien.

Please Miss/Mr.?...(substitute appropriate
pronoun) the bill.

Nay la tien ndéoc. This is the tip.
Day 3:
Ngay th6 ba Day 3
M&6n xe fiap/xe gan may Rent a bike
xe fiap bicycle
Xe gan may motorbike
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moit ngay one day

to may giol toi may gid? from what time to what time
tien fat coc deposit money

maoodn to rent

muon to want

Toi muon mo6n ___ mot ngay. I'd like to rent one day.

Gia bao nhieu?

How much is it?/What is the price?

May giol roi? What time is it?

mot gib one o'clock

hai gi6 two o'clock

sang ...In the morning

chieu ...in the afternoon

toi ...in the evening
M®&06n xe hdi col tai xe! Rent a car with driver

xe hoi automobile

nho small

tai xe chauffeur, driver

fii tham quan to go sightseeing

fion to pick up someone

may lanh air conditioner/ing

Xe hoi co tai xe.

car with driver

Toii muon mddn xe hbi nhoi co tai xe fe fii tham
quan.

I'd like to rent a small car with a driver to go
sightseeing.

Xe co may lanh khong?

Does the car have air conditining?

Nai chuyen voi anh tai xe

Small talk with the driver

gia fiinh family

con children

\%el wife

16N big (in age)

nho small (in age)

may tuoi How old?/What age?

/Anh co gia fiinh choa?

Do you have a family? / Are you married?

/Anh co may con?

How many children do you have?

trai boy

gai girl

may trai How many boys?

may gai How many girls?

IAnh co may trai,may gai? How many boys, how many girls do you have?
fii hoic to go to school
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fii hoc chda? go to school yet?
Con anh fii hoc khong? Do they go to school?
Y-Te can thieit Medical emergencies

Bac sf medical doctor

can need

benh vien/nha thoong hospital

giup to help

Xin giup tai Please help me

tai nan accident

fiau bung stomachache

tieu chay diarrhoea

trat x66ng dislocate the bone

nha thuoc tay pharmacy

Toi bb fiau bung/tieu chay/trat x66ng. Lgr?:,e a stomachache/diarrhoea/dislocated a

giot to snatch

bo gidt bop to be victim of a purse/bag/back pack snatching

Toil bb gitit bop I'm the_victim of a purse/bag/back pack
snatching.

cong an/canh sat police

Xin keu canh sat Please call the police.
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Day 4
Ngay tho t6 Day 4
Ni mua sam Go shopping
coa hang shop, store
pho, hieu shop, store
ban to sell
fiol things, articles
I6u niem souvenir
fio s6n mai lacquerware
to lua silk

N . Is there a store selling souvenirs near here?
Co coa hang ban fio! I6u niem gan fiay khong?

‘ N . A . I would like to buy lacquerware and silk from this
Toi muon mua fiol sén mai va to lua lam 6 fay.

area.

mua to buy

mac qua too expensive

re hén cheaper

Cai nay gia bao nhieu? How much is this? /What is the price?

Cai nay mac qua. This thing is too expensive.

Co cai nao re hon khong? Do you have a cheaper one?

cai fio that thing

cai nay this thing

cai mau the colored one

cai trang the white one

cai fiang kia the one over there

Toi muon cai fio/cai nay/cai fiang Kia...... | like that one/this one/the one over there....
Xa giao To be social, to be nice with the Host

lam phien, phien anh/ ba..... To disturb someone, to ask someone to do

something
Toi phien anh lam cai nay dum toii. May I trouble you to ask you to do this for me?
pharay, pha quay disturb
Xin loi nhieu. Please excuse me.
Xin tha loi cho tai. Please forgive me.

\vui lam very interesting
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rat thich like something a lot, like it very much
de! chou easy to get along

co0i to smile

than mat cordial

\vui tinh happy, genial, jovial

giup o helpful

co dop to have the occasion to

hien lanh to be kind, good-natured, good-hearted
to te to be kind, decent

hien hau kind, gentle, kind-hearted

trung thanh loyal

biet6n thankful, grateful

tro lai to return

nhieu lan many times

del lam ban easy to make friends

thich to like, to love

ngb0i ngoai quac

foreigner(s)

Page 15 of 22
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mien area

bien sea

hay or

nui mountain

tieng Anh English language

lich s6 History

kinh te Economics

chinh tr Political Science

y khoa Medicine

dooc khoa Pharmacy

nha khoa Dentistry

/Anh la sinh vien, phai khong? You are a student, aren't you?
Anh holc gi? What are you studying?
Nam thd may? What year?

Bao gidl anh se ra trodng?

When will you graduate?

Nha anh 6 fau?

Where is your house/Where do you live?

Gan bien hay gan nui?

Near the beach or the sea?

Co v6on/fion fiien trai cay khong?

Is there fruit tree plantations?

Second person replies: Da vung nay col nhieu
\vOOn trai cay.

Yes, this area has many fruit tree orchards.

Trai cay gi? What kind of fruits?

Co ngon khong? Are they delicious?

chua sour (in taste)

ngoit sweet (in taste)

Trai cay fio.chua hay ngoit? Those fruits are sweet or sour?
\Yelelg! garden/orchards

trai cay fruits (click to learn the names of fruits)
fion fiien plantation

ca phel coffee

tra tea

cao-su rubber

Mien/Vung fio co gi?

What do you have in that area?

Co fion fAiein gi?

What kind of plantations?

Non fiien ca phe! hay tra?

Coffee plantations or tea plantations?

Second person replies: Da, fion fiien cao su.

There are rubber plantations.
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SO

ceramics

fioi theu/hang theu

embroidery material

fio sO ceramics object

non la conical hat made of palm leaves
lam to make/made

fio. may san ready made to wear

cdi'so size (clothing)

fio ky niem lam bang hai san

souvenirs made of sea shells

noi hoa local made

nhap cang imported material/things
mau color

mau gi? what color

mau nay this color

Anh muon mua gi?

What would you like to buy?

Toii muon mua foi theu va lua lam & Vieit Nam.

I would like to buy embroidery made of silk and
local silk.

Chung ta fii fien hang fio theu trooc.

We should go to the embroidery stall first.

Ong muoin mua fio theiu may san hay hang theu?

Do you like to buy embroided ready made to wear
or embroided material ?

Ca hai tho.

Both.

No may san cd so nao?

What is the size for ready clothing?

Co/ 16n. Ngooi My co! 16n lam.

Large size. American has large size.

Hang theu thi may th66.c?

For embroided material how many meters?

Ong muon mua mau gi?

What color?

Ong muon mua vai hay t6 lua?

Cotton or silk?

Toii mua t0 lua thoii.

Silk only.

Bon thddc/mett.

Four meters.

Chung toi chz fii xem thai.

We only like to look around.

Giai Tri Entertainments
Chieu nay this afternoon
toii nay tonight
fionh to plan
lam g1? do what?

Chieu nay anh co muon fii fiau khong?

Do you like to go anywhere this afternoon?

Ai xem/ fi coi

to see, to watch
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Hat Boi Vietnamese traditional drama

Mua roi nddc water puppet show

fii nghe nhac do and listen to music in the coffee shop
fii phong tra go the disco/night club

fii khieu vu go dancing

nhac music

bang nhac music tape

hon het most

Toii muon mua mot it nhac Viet Nam.

I'd like to buy Vietnamese music.

Chung ta nen fii hieu nao?

Which store should we go to?

Co nhieu hieu ban nhac.

There are many music stores.

Nhong hieu Td Ldc la re va co nhieu nhac hén
het.

But To L6c is less expensive and they have most
of the music.

Anh i vai toii lai fio fii. Let's go there.
Toi muon mua may doa nhac nay. I'd like to buy these CDs.
Gia bao nhieu? How much?

Con bang nhac thi sao?

And how about music tapes?

Toi mua 5 dia nhac va 6 bang nhac.

I will buy 5 CDs and 6 tapes.

Xin tinh tien.

Please give me the bill.

Ba nhan tien My Kim khong?

Do you accept US dollars?

Ba bOt cho toi __ (the amount you want) _ my

Kim, ii6oc khong?

Can you give discount on my purchase?

Toi nay chung ta lam gi?

What shall we do tonight?

Anh muon fii xem Hat Boi Khong?

Do you want to see a Vietnamese traditional
drama?

Anh muon fii phong tra nghe nhac khong?

Would you like to go a disco and listen to the
music?

Anh muon fii xem Mua roi ngéc khong?

Would you like to see a "Water puppet show"?

Anh muon fii khieu vu khong?

Would you like to go dancing?

Cai fio tuy anh.

That's up to you.
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Day 7
Ngay tho bay Day 7
S8a soan 16i / ra khoi Viet Nam. Preparing to leave to return to your home
country
may bay airplane
SO flight number
ngay day
thang month
fi to...... toi starting from......to
ghe| stopover
fiung gio on time
tre: gio| late (time)
co mat be present
0 fio there
thay fioi change
co gi is there?
bao cho toii inform me
fiien thoai telephone
bao lau? how long?
May bay hang S0 ngay___ thang|lsthere any changeon ___airline, flight
|, co gi thay fioi khong? number __ day___ month __ ?

Chuyen fio co fiung gié khong?

Is that flight on time?

Chuyen fio tre! bao lau?

How late is that flight?

Toi fi chuyen bay thang.

My flight is a direct flight.

Toi khong muon ghe fiau ca.

I don't like to stop over any place.

Co gi thay fioi, xin bao cho toii.

Please inform me if there is any change.

Nien thoai toii la| & khach san

My phone number is at the hotel :

May gi0l toi phai coimat 0l iio?

What time do | have to be there?

gi6 cho reserve a place/make a reservation

chuyen fii the trip

fon to pick up (a passenger)/to welcome the arrival of
aperson

tro6c mat in front of

felll to wait

phong du khach fii ndd¢ ngoai

International departure room

Toi muon gidi cho! tren xe buyt ra phi trédng luc
| (time you want to leave)__ gi0.

| would like to reserve a seat on the airport bus

at




7 DAY VIETNAMESE COURSE FOR TOURIST

Xin fion toii 6 trédc mat khach san __(name of
the hotel or place you want them to pick you

up)__.

Please pick me up in front of Hotel

May gid xe buyt ra phi trédng/san bay se' fien
khach san

What time the bus will be at Hotel )

Toi muan fii chuyen sdm.

I'd like to go on the early bus.

Toii selndi 0 fio.

I'll wait there.

Xe ong fiung gid khong.

Is your bus on time?

Toi khoing muon tre chuyenn may bay toi.

| don't like to miss my flight.

tinh tien phang

to calculate the bill for the room

gom to include
tien thue! tax money
fiung correct

Co fiung khong?

Is this correct?

sOa lai/choia lai

to correct, to make it right

xem lai to check over, © look again
ky careful

gid cho to reserve a seat
xe buyt ti phi trodng airport bus

mot vong fii one way

chzco only

ol Ky niem souvenir items
noéitrang jewelry

khai to declare

Khong co gi khai ca. Nothing to declare.
mong to hope

gap lai to see ...again

Toi mong gap lai cac ban Vieit Nam.

I hope to see you (friends) again.

Toi sel trd lai moat ngay gan fay.

I'll return in the near future.
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